
URSULINE SIXTH FORM

PSYCHOLOGY
A LEVEL COURSE DESCRIPTION
The mind is something intangible that 
exists within our brain. An unseen process 
of enzymes, chemicals and electric current 
moving within the structure of our neural 
networks dictates why we feel, think and 
behave the way we do. But why is it that 
some people suffer from stress and mental 
illness? Why do some people fear snakes 
yet a few think they are cuddly? Psychology 
looks at questions like these in the study 
of the human mind and behaviour. It is a 
science with cutting edge research that has 
real world applications to issues in everyday 
life, ranging from things like artificial 
intelligence to social change. Psychology is 
the study of how people think, act, react 
and interact. It is concerned with all aspects 
of human behaviour and the thoughts, 
feelings and motivations underlying such 
behaviour.

Psychologists do not just attempt to 
simply explain people’s behaviour, they use 
their understanding to help people with 
difficulties and bring about change for 
the better. For example, psychologists are 
concerned with practical problems such as 
reducing stress at work, helping students 
who have difficulties at school, designing 
better housing estates and helping victims 
of crime. 

Psychologists observe and measure 
behaviour and their therapies are based 
on scientific study. Psychology has links 
with many disciplines including biological, 
computer and forensic science as well as 
humanities such as sociology, philosophy, 
anthropology and even literature. 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Progression
There has never been a better time to work in Psychology. Many of our students go on to read 
Psychology at university and pursue a career within the discipline.  Most commonly, psychologists 
can be found in the health and education services although they appear in almost all aspects of life.  
Types of work undertaken include; teaching, business management, the prison service, the police, 
advertising, armed forces, teaching, the health service, the civil service, sports and the media.  
Last year our students went on to study a variety of degrees including Medicine, Criminology, Child 
Development, Nursing, Psychology, Occupational Therapy and Social Policy.

To find out more about Psychology careers visit the British Psychological Society Website: www.bps.org.uk. 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENT
Students are required to have a grade 6 in GCSE 
Maths, alongside a grade 6 in English. No previous 
experience of Psychology is required, as the 
course is very contemporary. Due to the evidence 
studied, a keen interest in cultural affairs is also 
beneficial. 

ASSESSMENT
‘How Science Works’ underpins all work 
completed on the course and is both implicit 
and explicit throughout all lessons. There is no 
written coursework; Students are assessed solely 
on their examination performance. Students 
should therefore be able to read complex material 
from a wide range of sources, to learn scientific 
experiments and analyse them using statistics. The 
A Level is based on essay skills.  

There are three papers that will be used to test 
students on the A level programme:
Paper 1: Introductory topics - Social influence, 
Memory, attachment and Psychopathology. 
Paper 2: Psychology in Context – Approaches in 
Biopsychology and Research Methods
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology – 
Issues and Debates in Psychology.

Alongside the main exams, there are regular 
class assessments, mock papers and formal and 
informal tests. All assessments are tracked against 
a students’ target grade to ensure that every 
student reaches their full potential.

DEPARTMENTAL ENRICHMENT AND 
STUDENT SUPPORT 
As a department we are very experienced in 
delivering the AQA A specification.  We pride 
ourselves in offering students a range of study 
support; from attending additional timetabled 
lessons, lunchtime/after school sessions, student 
mentoring, to one to one timetabled meetings. 
Revision sessions are held during the holidays 
and specific revision technique workshops run 
throughout the year that students can sign up for 
based on their individual learning needs.
Teaching and learning materials are available via 
google classroom and can be accessed from just 
about anywhere!

We have close relationship with the Psychology 
Faculties at local universities, students have been 
involved in their research projects which they 
have found quite fascinating.  

We also organise a variety of visits; Bethlem Royal 
Hospital, along with conferences organised by the 
British Psychological Society. 

Students often comment on how much 
Psychology exists in their day to day routines, but 
had not realised it without studying the subject, 
that’s what we’re here to help you discover and 
understand as well! Psychology is not just for A 
levels, it’s for life!

The Routes to Success Programme is designed for 
ALL students in Year 12 at St Angela’s Ursuline 6th 
Form. The SCIENCES programme aims to offer 
students opportunities to work with both industry 
and universities, opportunities will include links 
with; London Hospital, Institute of Civil Engineers, 

Sutton Trust, Kings’ College London, Barts and 
Royal London and Imperial. Summer school 
opportunities will include links with; City Medicine, 
City Nursing, Chrysalis, Surrey Science, Queen 
Mary Engineering and Warwick Medicine.

Please note- All Year 12 students will select one main ‘Route 
for Success’ from these in order to experience a specialist 
enrichment and learning support programme. It will, of course, 
be possible to select a subject/subjects from another route on 
your timetable. We base our Routes to Success Programme 
on the university curriculum structure and university links are 
not exclusive to one route, so can be accessed by all students.

Routes for Success - Sciences


