St Angela’s Ursuline School

GCSE Options
2021

Making my GCSE Option choices in Year 9
All students will be following a two week timetable
Over 2 weeks students will study in KS4 the following subjects

English Literature

Mathematics

Science

English Language

Core PE

Religious Education

Students will be guided to choose a Language or BTEC Media Studies

French
or
German
or
Spanish

or

BTEC
Creative Digital
Media Production

Students will choose 2 subjects from the list below
Art

French

History

Business Studies

Food Preparation & Nutrition

Music

Computer Science

German

Spanish

Drama

Geography

Sociology

Dance

GCSE PE

Psychology

Design & Technology

Design & Technology

ASDAN

Textiles Materials Specialism

Timbers, Metals & Polymers Specialism

Personal & Social Development

Please note that PSHE will be taught as a series of drop down days with pupils off timetable during the course of the year.

Art & Design
GCSE Art is a popular subject with students
achieving at the highest levels.
Many employers actively seek individuals who have
studied the arts due to the skills acquired through
studying a creative subject.
Art students are dedicated pupils who work hard
and demonstrate excellent time management and
organisational skills. Art enables students to visually
communicate concepts, feelings and ideas using a
broad range of media.

Assessment
Component 1
Personal Portfolio
60%

Component 2
Externally Set
Assignment
40%

Exam Board: Edexcel

Students study ‘Fine Art’
and will experiment with
different art materials
and techniques, gaining
skills in (for example) :
• Drawing
• Painting
• Print-making
• Sculpture
• Ceramics
• 3-D Design

Our students demonstrate high levels of creativity
as they develop analytical and problem solving skills.
They are required to test out ideas, review and
reflect on outcomes and make informed judgements
about how to progress in their work. Student’s
achievements are celebrated at the St Angela’s Art
Exhibition every July.
Art can lead to a broad range of careers:
Architecture
Film Production
Fashion Design
Costume Design
Web Design
Photography
Product Design
Graphic Design
Animation
Illustration
Interior Design
and many, many more...

Art is about learning to express yourself more
effectively and communicate through visual means.
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Business Studies
GCSE Business introduces students to how
businesses operate and to what degree they
can be impacted by society, the wider economy
and the competitive environment. In addition,
how developments in technology are impacting
businesses; students will also investigate various
departments within a business such as Marketing,
Human Resources, Operations and Finance to
determine how they each contribute to the success
of business.
This subject should be chosen if you have an interest
in businesses; how they function, thrive and grow.
An ability to communicate well in written form
is desirable as you will have to analyse business
situations and make judgements.
Assessment
Theme 1

‘Investigating Small
Business’

written exam - 1hr 30mins

Theme 2

‘Building a Business’

written exam - 1hr 30mins
Both exams will be taken at
the end of year 11. Each
exam is worth 50% of the
qualification.
Exam Board: Edexcel

Assessment:
There is no coursework, assessment is 100%
exam based. However, we will look at plenty of
real businesses during the course and do practical
investigations of how businesses work.
Theme 1 - ‘Investigating Small Business’ topics:
• Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
• Spotting a business opportunity
• Making operational decisions
• Understanding the external influences on business
Theme 2 - ‘Building a Business’ topics:
• Growing a business
• Making marketing decisions
• Making operational decisions
• Making financial decisions
• Making human resource decisions

Business Studies can lead to a broad range of careers including:
Marketing Executive, Accountant, Human Resource Manager, Events Manager,
Corporate Banker, or you could start your own business. The subject will help
with an awareness of the working environment, but equally contribute towards
developing key employability skills such as teamwork, leadership and decision
making.

Could you be future Business Woman of the Year?
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BTEC Tech Award in Creative
Digital Media Production
This course is designed for those wishing to prepare
for the world of work in digital media.
Entry level positions in this field include assistant
web designer, editorial assistant, junior photographer,
assistant game designer, production assistant or
games tester.
You will be required to apply skills learnt in a
work-related context. This could take the form of
• Independent projects
• Team projects
• Individual controlled assessment

The following are some units that could be taught
over this 2 year course.
Some units are mandatory and some are optional.
Your teachers will decide on the titles of the units.
•
•
•
•

Intro to different media sectors and theories
Exploring media products
Developing digital media production skills in
print and moving image
Creating a media product in response to a brief

Assessment
Coursework
60%
Controlled Assessment
40%
Exam Board: Edexcel

This course will prepare you for the world of work in
digital media.
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Computer Science
GCSE (9-1) Computer Science gives you an
excellent opportunity to investigate how computers
work, how they are used and to develop computer
programming and problem solving skills.
Component 01 – Computer Systems
This is a written paper, which has a mixture of short
and long answer questions, some of which require
you to write simple program code. It is an examined
unit and makes up 50% of the assessment total.

Assessment
OCR Examination
J277/01 Exam
50% - 80 marks
J277/02 Exam
50% - 80 marks

A Level Computer
Science is offered in the
sixth form and many
top universities and
employers value the
qualification!

Component 02 – Computational Thinking,
Algorithms and Programming
This is a new written exam, focused on
computational thinking and algorithms.You will be
tested on the elements of computational thinking
and logic. You will learn how to write, correct and
improve algorithms. Makes up 50% of the assessment
total.
Practical Programming Project
Students will be challenged by a range of exciting
and engaging programming tasks to problem solve
and to apply the programming knowledge and skills
learnt.

There is a huge
demand for Computer
specialists and
Programmers.
Could you invent, or be
part of a team, who
creates the next BIG
Game, App or Website?

Did you know you are a Digital Citizen?
You need to be in the know!
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Dance
AQA GCSE Dance Could Be For You!
If you enjoy dance and are willing to work hard.
If you want to learn more about different dance
styles, dance works and professional choreographers.
If you are creative and enjoy choreographing and
performing..

Assessment
Performance 30%
Choreography 30%
Written Paper 40%
Exam Board: AQA
Performance

Choreography

You will have the
You will explore how to
experience of performing in choreograph a solo and
at least two different dance group dance.
styles.
You will choreograph your
own
dance in response to a
You will develop your
set task list.
technical and expressive
skills and have the
You will take part in
opportunity to perform to Dance workshops with
different audiences.
professional dance artists.

You will perform in a:
Set Dance - Solo 10%
Duet /Trio Dance 20%

You will then create a:
Solo or Group
Choreography 30%

Appreciation Of Dance
You will study six
professional dance
works choreographed by
established choreographers.
These will cover a range of
styles including:
• ballet
• urban
• contemporary
• dance from other
cultures

You will sit a:
1½ hour Written Paper
40%

GCSE dancers are thinking dancers

Food Preparation & Nutrition

What Will I Learn
• Food Preparation
Skills.
• Food Science
• Food Nutrition and
Health

The new Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
is an exciting and creative course which focuses
on practical cooking skills. The course will ensure
students develop an understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and working characteristics of food
materials.

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Course will enable you to:
•

Show your knowledge and understanding of
nutrition and food preparation.

•

Plan, cook and present a variety of dishes, using a
range of appropriate skills and techniques.

•

Analyse and evaluate different aspects of
nutrition, food preparation and cooking including
food investigations.

Why Choose GCSE Food Preparation and
Nutrition

Assessment
Non-examination
Assessment: Two Tasks

Task 1: Food Investigation
15%

This is practical investigation

Task 2: Food Preparation
35%

This is practical cooking Prerelease on the 1st November

Examination Assessment
1 hr 45min, 50%

SECTION A:
Multiple Choice
Questions
SECTION B :
5 Questions Varying in
Style
Exam Board: AQA

It enables you:
To understand the relationship between diet,
nutrition and health, including the physiological and
psychological effects of poor diet and health.
To understand the economic, environmental, ethical,
and socio-cultural influences on food availability,
production processes, and diet and health choices.
To understand and explore a range of ingredients
and processes from different culinary traditions
(traditional British and international), to inspire new
ideas or modify existing recipes.
To demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills.

Diet, Health & Nutrition | Understand Recipes | Food presentation
techniques | Cooking Skills | Product Development | Product Testing
Manufacturing Processes | Environmental Issues | Food Science
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Design & Technology
Timbers, Metals and Polymers Specialism

GCSE Design and Technology enables you to:
•
•

•

Assessment
Unit 1:Written Paper
2 hours
50%

Core questions across the
D&T subject and specialist
material questions on
Timbers, Metal and Polymers

Unit 2: Design & Making
Approximately 45 hours
50%

A single design & make activity
in Timbers, Metal or Polymers

Exam Board: AQA

•

•
•

•

Develop as independent learners
Make decisions, consider sustainability and
combine skills with knowledge and understanding
to design and make products
Explore ways which looks at how technical,
economic, environmental, ethical and social
aspects interact to affect designing and making
Analyse existing products and produce practical
solutions to needs, recognising their impact on
quality of life
Develop evaluation and decision-making skills
through individual and team working activities
Understand that designing and making reflect
and influence cultures and societies, and that
products have an impact on lifestyle
Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis
through making links between good design,
existing solutions and technological knowledge

Why Choose Design and Technology?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourages creativity and originality
Knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and other
materials
The use of new technologies and ICT is
encouraged
Promotes awareness of sustainability and
environmental impact of designing
Allows credit to be given for innovative work,
including projects with CAD/CAM
Non examined assessment 20 A3 pages, models
& final material prototype
No Higher or Foundation just one single exam
for all entries
Provides an excellent route into Sixth Form
Product Design and a future career in a STEM
subject.

Timbers | Metal | Polymers
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Design & Technology
Textiles Materials Specialism

GCSE Design & Technology: Textiles (AQA)
allows you to design and make a range of
exciting products, leading to a final design
and make project of your choice.You will
develop your creativity, adaptability and time
management skills, preparing you for a wide
range of careers both within and out of the the
Textile industry.

“Creativity is becoming one of the
most in-demand skills and will cut
across many sectors”
Assessment
Unit 1:Written Paper
2 hours
50%

Core questions across
the subject and specialist
material questions on Textiles

Unit 2: Design & Making
Approximately 45 hours
50%

A single design & make activity
in a Textiles material

Exam Board: AQA

In year 10 you will complete a variety of
projects that include both practical and theory
elements preparing you for your final exam
and non examined assessment (completed
throughout year 11). You will be taught a range
of new decorative techniques and have access to
all necessary equipment. Successful students are
hardworking, self motivated and have an interest
in making products.
Careers in the Textile industry:
• Fashion Designer

• Entrepreneur

• Graphic Designer

• Stylist

• Printmaker

• Colour Technologist

• Fashion Marketing

• Retail and Sales

• Retail Buyer

• Textile Engineer

• Interior Designer

• Teacher

In one way or another, we use Textiles every day.
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Drama
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What do we do?
In GCSE Drama, you will learn to create
performances using different performance styles and
genres.You will learn how meaning is communicated
through drama as well as how to write about drama
using appropriate terminology.
How do we do it?
In Year 10, you will devise a performance using a particular genre of theatre.
You will produce a portfolio of supporting evidence to document the devising
and rehearsal process (coursework) as well as writing an evaluation of the final
performance in controlled conditions. The devised performance, supporting
evidence and written evaluation are, all together, worth 40% of your final grade.
In Year 11, you will rehearse two different extracts from one play to perform
to the visiting examiner.You will be assessed on your acting skills (20%).You will
also study a different play for the written exam at the end of Year 11 (40%).You
will be asked a series of questions on the play and you will be assessed on your
ability to explore the play from the point of view of an actor, a designer and a
director.
Transferable skills… or what can drama do for me?
Assessment
A qualification in Drama proves your ability to
Devised performance, discuss ideas and to think creatively. It proves that
you are able to listen well to others and can be
supporting evidence
sympathetic. Drama also promotes essential lifeand written
skills, for example: good organisation, co-operation
evaluation (40%)
and effective communication.
		
Performance of
Why choose Drama at St Angela’s?
scenes from a play
The department has an excellent track record with
(20%)
all students achieving at the highest level. Some
students then go on to study Drama at A Level
Written examination
and at university; however, more than anything,
(40%)
a qualification in Drama is highly attractive to
employers because it proves that you are able
Exam Board: WJEC
to work well alongside others and that you can
(EDUQAS)
communicate your ideas effectively.

All The Worlds A Stage

Fact
The employability
of students who
study arts subjects is
higher and they are
more likely to stay in
employment (Cultural
Learning Alliance: Key
Research Findings,
2011).

Geography
What is GCSE Geography about?
The GCSE is based on a balanced course
of exciting and relevant topics; from climate
change to global trade to volcanic eruptions
you will study a wide range of interesting
topics and themes. Furthermore, you will learn
to investigate data, develop analytical skills
and embark on two field trips to carry out
geographical investigations of your own.

Assessment
100% Exam
Exam Board: AQA

Why study GCSE Geography?
It is one of the most highly regarded and academic subjects offered at
GCSE being recognised as one of the EBACC subjects. As such it is highly
regarded by Colleges, Universities and Employers alike.
What will I study?
There are 3 separate exam papers:
Paper 1
Living with the
physical environment
(1 hour 30 minutes)
• Natural hazards
• Coastal landscapes
• River landscapes
• The living world
• Hot desert
environments

Paper 2
Challenges in the
human environment
(1 hour 30 minutes)
• Urban issues and
challenges
• The changing
economic world;
• The challenge of
resource management
• Food, water or
energy

Paper 3
Geographical
applications
(1 hour 15 minutes)
• Issues evaluation
(based on pre
released material)
• Geographical
fieldwork

Where will our fieldtrips be?
In the past we have been to locations all around the UK. Last year we
visited Loughton Brook in Epping Forest and The Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park. Next year we intend to include trips to the coast and plan
for an overseas trip (Covid pending).

You will be able to study Geography A Level in the Sixth Form

GCSE OPTIONS

History
The GCSE course spans over a thousand years of history and provides great
insight into the development of Britain and the wider world from 1066 right up
to the present day. During your two years of GCSE History you will study:

Assessment
Exam Board: Edexcel
Exam: 100%
No Coursework
You will learn how to:
• explain how and
why past events have
happened in the way
they did;
• separate truth from
fiction, myth from
reality;
• debate and argue
for a point of view
based on analysis of
evidence;
• organise and
communicate
knowledge and
understanding;
• investigate the past
selecting sources of
information and use
them in your enquiry.

Paper 1 – 30%:
• Crime and punishment in Britain c1000 to present
with a case study on Whitechapel, c1870-1900;
Paper 2 – 40%:
• British Depth Study (20%): Henry VIII and his
Ministers 1509-40
• Period Study – (20%): American West,
c1835-c.1895
Paper 3 – 30%
• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

Why study GCSE History?
People who study history are fearless explorers of
the past.They investigate politics, economics, societies,
cultures, languages, health, art, education, conflicts
and more. In addition, historians look at how things
have developed over time and connect the dots to
understand how we got where we are today.
Studying history can lead to a diverse range of further
study opportunities and careers. While many of these
are not directly related to the content you learn in
History, it is the skills you develop when you are
‘thinking like a historian’ that make history a wellrespected and attractive subject to universities and
employers.

A level History is offered at 6th form and is a popular choice among
students, many of whom have gone on to read History at university
amongst other subjects such as Law and Politics.

GCSE OPTIONS

Modern Foreign Languages
The GCSE examination is offered in two tiers, higher
and foundation.
You will be entered for one of these tiers.
We follow the AQA GCSE course in French, German
and Spanish.
We will be teaching you to pass four terminal exams
at the end of year 11. Each exam is with 25%. The
skills covered are reading, writing, listening and
speaking.You will need to answer questions, describe
a picture and discuss small topics in your oral in May
of year 11. Moreover, you will be required to write a
passage in the exam on one of the topics studied.
Translation is now a part of the languages examination
for the first time in a number of years. Therefore
your grammar and your vocabulary knowledge will be
tested too.

We love languages

So should you!

You will be able to choose French, German or Spanish as
your Modern Foreign Language. If you are a good linguist
you could even do two languages but your choice must
be guided by consultation and agreement of your current
language teacher.
We give you lots of help and you can have a recording
made either by your teacher of the assistant to listen to
in order to help you with your pronunciation!
We hope to see you in languages next year and hope that
you will join our film clubs and trips in the years to come.

Learning to communicate
Able to travel abroad
Necessary for many jobs
Good for business
Up to date technology used
Able to work in the EEC
Great for making friends
Exploring other cultures
Spoken all over the world
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that
goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that
goes to his heart.” Nelson Mandela
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Music
Is Music the right subject for me?
If you enjoy:
• Singing or playing an instrument
• Producing your own music through technology
or instruments
• Learning about different music genres then GCSE
Music is for you.
“What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?”
To succeed in GCSE Music:
• You will be prepared to develop your voice or instrumental skills so that you
sing/play with great confidence and excellent technique as both a soloist and
as part of an ensemble.
•

You are willing to learn the techniques that music producers and composers
use to create great music, and apply this to your own musical ideas.

•

You should be excited to listen intently to a variety of music genres, and be
keen to use music vocabulary to describe this music in depth

Assessment
PERFORMING
(Solo & Ensemble)

30%
COMPOSING

(Two compositions)

30%
APPRAISING
(Listening Exam)

40%
Exam Board:
WJEC (Eduqas)

“What will I learn?”
You will learn:
• How to improve your performance skills
• How music is constructed from initial ideas
through to the finished product
• How to analyse music and understand how it is
influenced by its social and historical context
After GCSE
You can continue your Music studies by studying
Music A-Level in the Sixth Form. Music A-Level
develops your musical and analytical skills even
further and prepares you for studying at University.

Careers in Music
Music industry professions include: sound
engineering, radio & TV, PR & advertising, recording
industry, education, music therapy, publishing,
composing, working in/with orchestras or bands.
Music graduates don’t all become musicians; there
are a wide variety of professions that use musical
skills including publishing, editing, media production,
broadcasting, and marketing.
Music graduates are also highly valued in professions
where people have to take initiative and solve
problems, like finance and banking, law and
consultancy.

You can progress onto A-Level Music
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Physical Education
Are you ready for the challenge?

If you are serious about sport and physical education
and are willing to work hard then AQA GCSE PE
could be for you. Throughout this course you will
develop your knowledge, skills and understanding of
physical education in theory and practical lessons.
You must attend a club regularly and be part of a
team inside or outside school with recognised levels
of achievement.

Assessment
Written Examination
60%
Practical Performance
30%
Performance Analysis
10%
Exam Board: AQA

Paper 1

Paper 2

The human body and
movement in physical
activity and sport
• Applied anatomy and
physiology
• Movement analysis
• Physical training
• Use of data

Practical performance

Socio-cultural influences
and well-being in physical
activity and sport
• Sports psychology
• Socio-cultural
influences
• Health, fitness and
well-being
• Use of data
You will sit:
You will sit:
1 1/4 hours written paper 1 1/4 hours written paper
30%
30%

in physical activity and
sport
•

You will be assessed
as a player/performer
in three different
activities
• You will complete a
written evaluation of
a performance
Internal assessment and
external moderation
40%

Physical activities studied could include:
• Football

• Netball

• Trampolining

• Basketball

• Athletics

• Swimming

• Cricket

• Gymnastics

• Badminton

Rise to the challenge and opt for GCSE PE
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Psychology
GCSE Psychology is an ever-changing subject
which allows students to study human behaviour
and the brain. In order to do this, the course has
a range of units which provide students with an
understanding of how biological, cognitive and
environmental factors influence everyday behaviours.
All of the units covered are relevant and can be
applied to our student’s everyday lives. For example,
during the first year of study students will explore
the functions of sleep and why we dream. During
the second year of study, student’s study Criminal
Psychology and Psychological Problems such as
Depression and Schizophrenia, which provide our
students with a better understanding of the world
around them.

Assessment
Exam 100%
Exam Board: OCR

Psychology is a multi-faceted subject which develops
a range of our student’s skills. Their understanding
of biological processes is enhanced through studying
the brain, their literacy skills are developed through
constructing well-structured essays and their
mathematical skills are utilised through analysing
data. At St Angela’s we include a range of practical
tasks which build our students research skills, which
is an essential skill within the field of Psychology.
2 exam papers
Studies and Applications in Psychology (1)
Criminal Psychology
Development
Psychological Problems
Research Methods
Unit 2: Studies and Applications in Psychology (2)
Social Influence
Memory
Sleep and Dreaming
Research Methods

Psychology is a dynamic subject which will open your
mind and develop a range of your academic skills.
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Sociology
What is Sociology?
Sociology is the study of society and the social world.
It involves studying human beings and their patterns
of behaviour. In order to do this, we focus on the way
people form relationships and how these relationships,
considered in their entirety, are represented by the
concept of a “society”.
In this respect, the focus of the sociologist’s attention is
group behaviour. That is, the effect that the groups people
join or are born into (family, work, education and so
forth) have upon people’s social behaviour. For example,
we are born male or female but are taught in the family
to be masculine or feminine through the process of
primary socialisation.
Other sociological questions that will be answered during the course are:
• What causes knife crime?
• Why are some groups more likely to experience poverty than others?
• Why is there an over-representation of ethnic minority groups in the UK prison
population?
• Do men and women have equal roles within the family?

Assessment
Paper 1:
• The sociology of the family
• The sociology of education
• Research methods

Assessment
There is no coursework
– Sociology is 100%
examination based.
Exam Board: AQA

Paper 2:
• The sociology of crime and deviance
• The sociology of stratification
• Research methods

What skills do you need to study sociology?
• Confidence in literacy and essay writing.
• The ability to communicate ideas both verbally and in
your writing.
• Ability to formulate arguments in debates (critical
thinking).
• Open minded and a willingness to look at
contemporary issues.
There is a clear progression to studying A level Sociology
with good links to Psychology, Politics and Health and
Social Care.

Sociology - a subject you can really get involved in!
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*By agreement and following discussion with Mrs Savva
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ASDAN Personal and Social Development
What is ASDAN?
The ASDAN Personal and Social Development
qualifications (PSD) offer imaginative activities and
personal challenges that support young people in
becoming confident individuals who are physically,
emotionally and socially happy. ASDAN is a charity
with awarding organisation status that provides
courses to thousands of UK and international
schools, colleges and training providers.
The qualification aims to support young people in:
•
•
•
•

developing and improving knowledge and understanding of personal and
social issues
developing a wide range of qualities, abilities and achievements
getting involved with practical tasks
introducing them to new activities and challenges

This helps students
to become confident
individuals and
responsible citizens
who can make a
positive contribution
to society.
Students can work towards Entry Level 1, 2 and 3; and also Levels 1 and 2 PSD
qualifications.
To achieve the PSD Award qualification, students must gain 8 credits by
completing Unit challenges and providing evidence to demonstrate the
development of knowledge at the appropriate level.
Students can be awarded unit certificates for any units completed.
The Entry Level 1, 2 and 3 modules unit titles are:
• Healthy Living
• Making the Most of Leisure Time
• Managing Money
• Using Technology in the Home & Community
• Personal Safety in the Home & Community
• Working as a Group
• Community Action
• Individual Rights & Responsibilities
• Preparation for Work
• Dealing with Problems in Daily Life
• Environmental Awareness
• Working Towards Goals

Helping students to become confident individuals and responsible
citizens who can make a positive contribution to society

Questions to consider
Think about the following questions when
choosing the subjects you would like to study:
• What subjects do you enjoy the most?

• Would you like to continue this subject for
A Level?

• Do you enjoy subjects where you will have
completed some coursework before a final
exam?

• What careers are you interested in?

• Do you know what is expected of you in
the subjects you will choose?
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